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to go upon the land is therefore by necessity consumed lor fuel. The ground in consequence becomes, impoverished* A$ the struggle for existence becomes fiercer, the people are unable to let their land periodically lie fallow, so the crops grow lighter. Again, the ryot is not only unable properly to feed himself, but his bullocks share a similar fate., The feeble animals can only draw a plough which merely scratches the surface of the ground. Furthermore, as the popula* tiori increases the land is divided into smaller and smaller holdings. The struggle against the advancing tide of adversity cannot be maintained. Inch by inch the tide rolls up, pushing the border4anders close? and closer upon the black rocks of famine, to escape which they at length plunge into the sea amongst the submerged millions, who, weary and bitter and despairing, or with blind submission to the iron hand of fate, haye grown hopelessly and miser-* ably indifferent.
Now, it is notorious that millions live thus on the border-* land. Granted that after the harvest border-landers may for a time get two good meals a. day. Yet as the reserve store dwindles down and long before harvest-time comes round, again, they get but one, and that frequently a scanty one. They do Jive, multitudes of them, it is true, amidst con-< ditions that seem to us impossible. But how majiy of them clie on this one meal a day, there is nobody to chronicle. But if we do nothing beyond rescuing a considerable mass of the totally submerged, we shall considerably ameliorate the condition of these border-landers.
By rendering independent of charity thousands who now Depend upon the gifts of the more fortunate, by making large tracts of land productive which at present lie waste, by enlarging the stream of emigration, and partially draining tie morass of crime, it is absolutely certain